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FINAL NUMBERS FOR FIELD DAY ‘06 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club was able to get the final point results from the annual 
ARRL Field Day exercise for 2006. 
100% Emergency Power-200 pts. 
Media Publicity-100 pts. 
Set-up in Public Place-100 pts. 
Information Booth-100 pts. 
NTS Message to ARRL SM/SEC-100 pts. 
Site Visit by Invited Elected Official-100 pts. 
Site Visit by Invited Served Agency Official-100 pts. 
Youth Participation-40 pts. 
Submitted Via the Web-50 pts. 
Total Bonus Points-890 
Total Claimed QSO Points-726 
Total Field Day 2006 Points-1616 
The logging program showed the high and low in activity and the states worked. 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid Amateur 
Radio Club. It is available in both print and electronic form. The 
printed version can be found at Wheat Capital Communications 306 
W. Willow, Enid Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format, is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is also 
available on the EARC website at http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail the editor 
at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions need to be received 
by the second Monday of each month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the individual 
authors and are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 1936 and 
continues to serve and support the amateur radio community in  
Enid, Garfield County and the state of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed is a non-
commercial association of radio amateurs, for the promotion of 
interest in Amateur Radio communications and experimentation’s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the assistance and 
education of those who are interested in the theory, fundamentals, 
and operation of Amateur Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication facilities, to aid 
in times of disasters and emergencies to those in need as a public 
service, and to make said communication facilities available 
without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of Incorporation 
 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply for 
membership. Dues for regular licensed amateurs are $25 per year 
(Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family membership is $30 per year. 
Membership dues can be mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate against race, 

creed, national origin, or sex for eligibility for membership. 
 
 

EARC 2006 Officers 
President          Al Fox KD5BA 
                           580-242-4800 
V. President     Mike Cofer KD5OFF 
                           580-242-2865 
Secretary          Dave Chael KC5GUD 
                           580-242-3445 
Treasurer         Dwayne Posey KC5QVS 
                           580-237-3218 
Trustee              Dean Feken KL7MA 
                           580-336-3326  
 

EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

2006 
Al Fox KD5BA 

2007 
Dave Locke KC5SII 

2008 
Mike Cofer KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 

2009 
Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 

2010 
Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 

 
 

 
During the monthly club meeting of the EARC following FD, 
everyone expressed how much they enjoyed this years event and 
were already looking forward to next year. 

"PRO(s) and  CON(s)" -- Should Agencies Hire Hams for 
Non-amateur Communications? 
D.W. Thorne K6SOJ EMCOMM Monthly Editor 

 
We've noticed a trend over the past few years that some federal, state 
and even some local agencies are attempting to recruit amateur radio 
emcomm operators to perform non-amateur communications and other 
duties.  EM (EMCOMM Monthly) believes this is not a good utilization of 
skilled licensed operators and only depletes what is already a diminishing 
volunteer resource.  We are also concerned about the attitude by some:  
"Why utilize a free volunteer service...when we can pay someone to do 
it?"  Of course the "we" is you and I (the taxpayers). 
A few weeks ago an EM subscriber forwarded a notice titled:  "FEMA 
HIRING RADIO OPERATORS".  It said (in part): "This is actually good 
news. It means that the value of amateur radio as a means of providing 
emergency communications, and the value of the trained amateur radio 
operator himself is no longer such a deep dark secret.  FEMA needs a 
few good hams.  The agency is in the process of building their HF 
communications capabilities and need people with radio and messaging 
experience to support us in helping those who need us in disaster areas 
(like the Gulf Coast/Katrina). Those hired (will) work part time, and only 
when there is a need for their skills.  When the other systems are down, 
HF and mobile VHF repeaters are what get the information through. 
Applicants will be required to pass a federal background check and if 
hired may be deployed anywhere in the country. Though not 
requirements, strong preference will be made for those who have already 
passed the ICS-100, 200, 700 and 800 courses offered on-line by FEMA 
and EMI (the Emergency Management Institute) as well as the EMCOMM 
courses offered by the ARRL."  

cont. next page 
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Pros and Cons cont. 

Then (this promoter) says:  "Note that this is a government operation using government licenses, frequencies and equipment and 
procedures.  Ham calls will not be used and (for the most part) ham frequencies will not be available." 
  
Sound good?  Not so fast!  
  
The " PROs"  
• Your personal ego will get a boost, you will feel important and you may get to wear a uniform. 
• You get bragging rights at your next club meeting or coffee break. 
• You will get paid.* 

The " CONs"  
• The last sentence in the first paragraph above is true.  Employed radio operators will not using amateur skills, amateur radios or 
frequencies.  In fact, it is illegal for amateurs to be paid for providing communications on frequencies in the amateur service...that's 
what the word "amateur" means! ** 
• Employee radio operators will be little more than appliance operators.  Most of the complex technical and communication skills 
that skilled emcomm operators posses will be not needed or utilized.  Most of your training and experience will be wasted. 
• More than likely, your FCC amateur license will not be necessary. 
• Your technical skills, your knowledge of proper operating procedures, and your knowledge of FCC Part 97 also will not be 
necessary. 
• Your wide range of amateur frequency bands, privileges and modes also will not be necessary 
• Unless you have a commercial radio license, you will NOT be allowed to repair or modify any of the radio gear or antennas. 
• You will be locked into "push button" communications on pre-selected channelized frequencies and modes. 
• You will be dependent upon infrastructure based systems such as landlines, satellite, or the Internet. 
• You will NOT be free to respond with your normal emcomm team...and provide our mission of service to the public. *** 
The promotional letter (above) concluded by saying:  "Volunteering to go help the Red Cross deliver supplies, hand out doughnuts 
or hot meals after the fact, while laudable, is a waste of amateur radio resources." -- Now THAT we can agree with! 
 
Each of us are free to choose how we serve.  We say that it not a good utilization of the complex skills and services that radio 
amateurs can provide when federal, state and local agencies recruit from the amateur resource pool to perform tasks that anyone 
with a high school diploma (or G.E.D.) can easily be taught to perform with about a one day orientation to the job. - EM 
  * A few years ago I needed some extra cash and hired on with a state forestry unit as a RADO for one season.  I was deployed 
on a wild fire for six days.  I spent six days sitting at a folding table under a tree in a fire camp recharging batteries and checking 
handie-talkies in and out to fire fighters.  Not a good utilization of my skills.  A boy scout could have done that just as well. (It took 
six months...but I did finally get a pay check. 
  **  It is legal for a paid-professional, who is also a licensed ham to utilize amateur radio during emergencies when the normal 
means of communications fails, or when the use of an amateur frequency is incidental or supplementary to his or her regular job.  
(E. g. - A school teacher or an astronaut.) 
  *** As an SEC I once had an EC "hire out" to a federal agency and desert his local emcomm unit during a major fire in his own 
county!  If you think that you are likely to do that...PLEASE do not commit to any amateur radio emcomm responsibities...whether 
you are a leader or not! 
 
EMCOMM Monthly August 2006 Issue   www.emcomm.org  

 

 
BILL WEHLING WILL GIVE THE PROGRAM FOLLOWING THE 

AUGUST EARC MEETING. 
 

HIS PRESENTATION WILL BE OVER PROPER MESSAGE HANDLING. 
 

ALL MEMBERS AND LOCAL AMATEURS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT AND INFORMATIVE LECTURE. 
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Boy is it hot.  
I love summer but this is ridiculous. I must admit it was cool this morning 
(Aug. 5) on the banks of beautiful Willow Lake at 6a.m. If you have seen 
muddy Willow Lake in August you know I am jesting. 
 

We completed another successful YMCA Triathlon. Thanks to the hams no bike riders were run over by cars. The only 
casualty was one bike that fell apart on the course. We faithfully stayed with the lone last "athlete" as he rode,  
ran/walked way behind everyone else. 
Our next activity is the Cherokee Strip Parade September 16th. Yes I have mentioned to the powers that be that the 
porta- potties were turned over last year and the float numbers were mixed up. But you know with all that we still did a 
darn good job keeping everything going.  
Thank you everyone who helps make all of our activities run smoothly.  
 
73, Al  KD5BA 
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LEAGUE NEWS 
AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE OF CONVICTED FELON IN JEOPARDY; HEARING PENDING 
The FCC has initiated a hearing proceeding against Robert D. Landis, N6FRV, of Atascadero, California, who was convicted on two 
felony counts in 1991, fined $10,000 and sentenced to 11 years in prison. The hearing will determine whether Landis will be allowed to 
continue to hold his Advanced class license, which is due to expire on November 1. The Order to Show Cause  
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-06-1570A1.pdf released August 1 was in response to a complaint pointing out 
Landis's conviction for lewd behavior involving a minor. For several years now, the FCC has applied character standards once reserved 
for broadcast licensees to Amateur Radio licensing and renewal cases.  
"Thus, felony convictions, especially those involving sexual assault on children, raise questions regarding an amateur licensee's 
qualifications," the FCC said in this week's Order. Section 312(a)(2) of the Communications Act provides that the Commission may 
revoke any license if conditions come to its attention that would warrant refusal to grant a license on the 
original application, the FCC noted. 
"The foregoing makes plain that Mr Landis's felony convictions raise serious questions as to whether he possesses the requisite character 
qualifications to be and to remain a Commission licensee and whether his captioned license should be revoked." 
The FCC ordered Landis to show cause why his authorization for an Amateur Radio license should not be revoked, although the 
Enforcement Bureau will bear the burden of proof with respect to the issues raised. An Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) presides at such 
hearings, at which evidence and witnesses may be presented and heard.  
If Landis fails to respond to the Order within 30 days or otherwise waives his right to a hearing, the ALJ will issue an order terminating 
the hearing proceeding and certifying the case to the FCC. 
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Enid Amateur Radio Club 
Meeting Minutes 
20 July 2006 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by club president Al Fox, KD5BA. 
 
Two guests were introduced:  John Casteel KE5JRM and Mike Thorp KC5RTN.  Welcome to both!  The following members were in attendance:  Phil K5ECH, 
Dave KC5GUD, Mike KD5OFF, Al KD5BA, Richard KD5ZOY, Bill K5ECI, Diane KC7LJG, Larry KE5GNG, Frank KC5PCI, Dwayne KC5QVS, Greg 
KD5MFY, and Bill KC5OKG.  A decent showing for a very hot July evening! 
 
Richard KD5ZOY moved and Bill KC5OKG seconded approval of the meeting minutes as published in the July issue of the HomeBrew.  Motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Treasurer report from Dwayne KC5QVS:  Greg KD5MFY motioned and Richard KD5ZOY seconded to accept treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 
The club now boasts three new members on the rolls, with 14 total ARRL memberships current.  This ratio (1/2) places us precariously close to the minimums 
required by the ARRL to maintain our national ARRL affiliation. 
 
Old Business:   
 
Field Day:  Mike KD5OFF reported on a hugely successful Field Day event at Meadowlake Park!  It was his first ever Field Day, and thanks to his stellar 
leadership, it was one of the most successful events in recent club history!  Many thought the location contributed significantly to the numbers and positive city-
wide exposure we received.  Numbers were up all around, with three die-hards spending the entire evening at the park (although some were temporarily 
horizontal on Red Cross cots).  Mike KD5OFF entered our scores on the ARRL website as follows:  890 bonus points earned, and 726 points for actual radio 
contacts.  Conspicuously absent were zero points for CW operations which the club intends to address in future months, preparing for next year’s event.  Mike 
went so far as to propose a $50-100 prize for the member making the most bona-fide radio contacts next year.  In any event, we’re moving forward now and 
intend to build on this year’s successful event.  Perhaps we can add an additional station, and we need CW operators to add to our overall score.  How about a 
solar-powered station?  The Boy Scouts and a merit badge were discussed as a probable idea.  If you have any good ideas, please jot them down and forward 
them to Mike.  Mike then made a formal presentation to our all-nighters, dubbed “The Night Shift”, including Al KD5BA and Greg KD5MFY.  A huge thanks 
to the Red Cross was made for donations of cots, food, and of course the generator!  Al KD5BA intends to write a thank-you note to Robin at the Red Cross 
recognizing her and the Red Cross organization for their significant contributions to the EARC.  We’re scheduled again for 2007 at Meadowlake thanks to 
Richard KD5ZOY.  We’ve decided to pay for the park annually, instead of groveling every year in front of the park board for gratis.  The park board motion 
must be applied for annually, and it’s probably more of a pain than it’s worth.  Again, a huge thanks to all who participated in Field Day!  With more successes 
than failures, we’re moving in the right direction for sure!  Mike encouraged everyone to join in on the fun and our very successful club events! 
 
Club Logo:  Mike reported that Tim has the Club Logo in the works, and it may be available for embroidery in shirts soon.  Would look really nice!   
 
Dot-4 repeater:  This is amazing news.  Dwayne KC5QVS reported that Richard from Pioneer Telephone called with a tremendous offer for us.  He asked 
about the status of our dot-4 UHF machine, and indicated that they have “a lot of hardline” usable for amateur bands, and they would be willing to provide the 
line, labor, (and perhaps the antenna) to put the repeater back on the air!  Wow!  The current feed line is “open” and the status of the existing antenna is 
unknown.  Richard’s offer is tentative, and we’re not sure exactly what they are willing to do, but this would be a huge shot in the arm for the club.  Dwayne 
promised to bring additional details as they develop.  Great news! 
 
OK City Hamfest:  Al KD5BA attended the Oklahoma City Hamfest, and was reportedly the only one there from Enid.  He indicated that this one was better 
than HamComm Colorado, but typical of most hamfests, fewer tables and lower attendance rates were evident.  In the one and only ARRL Forum, Al learned 
that the Oklahoma Highway Patrol may “require” officers to earn Ham radio licenses, and would ostensibly provide them continuing education credit for time 
spent working towards these ratings.  The OHP is evidently seeing the value in Ham Radio.  Sounds like a nice proposal! 
 
New Business:   
 
Jeff Worth N5UBY:   Al KD5BA discussed Tom Worth and the honorary membership that the club has extended to him.  Jeff  N5UBY is also very 
instrumental in the Hamfest and in the maintenance of the .375 repeater.  We’ve all benefited greatly from the Worth family, and we should recognize Jeff’s 
contributions to the radio art in Enid with an Honorary membership as well.  Bill KC5OKG motioned, and Richard KD5ZOY seconded a motion to make Jeff 
Worth, N5UBY an honorary member of the club.  The motion carried unanimously.   
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IRLP Station:  Al reported that Tim KD5KTB wants to set-up an IRLP station, and has requested funds to cover expenses up to $150 to purchase required 
equipment (network hardware, sound card).  We already have the computer, and Tim will donate a Motorola radio for the IRLP.  Questions came up as to 
which band he intended on using (UHF/VHF), and about moving the station to the Red Cross location.  Al proposed to help Tim cover the costs of the 
equipment, citing Tim’s relentless support of the club in the past.  Richard KC5ZOY moved and Bill K5ECI seconded a motion to underwrite Richard’s 
IRLP project, up to $150.00.  The motion passed unanimously.  The only questions unanswered pertained to the band desired (Tim may want to use UHF), 
as the dot-4 machine (if ever operational again) might be better for the club, although many members cannot access this band as they are VHF equipped 
only.  Details remain to be worked out with Tim.  If UHF, he would use the “QYE” call sign, as the W5HTK call is normally used with the VHF equipment.  
Stand by for details. 
 
St. Mary’s Hospital 146.150 Repeater:  Mike KD5OFF reported of an offer from Marsh to climb the St Mary’s tower, as a brace is needed for the 146.150 
repeater.  Discussion centered on the relative worth of this repeater, due to the low geographic location of St Mary’s hospital with respect to surrounding 
terrain.  John Turner brokered this deal years ago with the Hospital, but the location is marginal at best – this repeater simply cannot get out due to the low 
elevation of the antenna.  Moving the whole setup to the Red Cross would result in zero cost (but a LOT of labor) for the club.  The repeater is very 
infrequently used, and is even unusable when attempted from downtown.  The only good news is that St Mary’s has emergency power available.  If moved 
to the Red Cross, Robin’s approval would be needed as this would result in an additional (albeit a very small) increase in electrical power.  It would operate 
as an open repeater.  Mike KD5OFF motioned and Phil K5ECH seconded a proposal to move the equipment from St Mary’s, and re-erect the station at the 
Red Cross antenna site.  The motion passed unanimously.  Greg KD5MFY would “straw-boss” this one, hopefully to be scheduled for early fall when (and 
if) the heat ever breaks.  (Did I mention that got got to 107F today?     ed) 
 
YMCA Triathlon:   Al KD5BA reported that the YMCA Triathlon is coming up soon!  Scheduled for Saturday 5 August, the event features a swim (in the 
yucky, nasty, murky waters of our own beloved Willow Lake where all of the fish have three eyes      ed), a bike ride, and a running event.  It’s all typically 
over by 11:00 that day.  Our Club has historically helped this event out in a number of ways, by reporting on participant location, crowd control, reporting 
emergencies and injuries, etc.  The swim starts at 7:00.  Help out if you can – it’s a blast!  Check-in on the dot-29 repeater, with the dot-375 as a backup.  
Don’t drink the lake water….. 
 
Cherokee Strip Parade:  Al KD5BA announced the upcoming parade, scheduled for Saturday 16 September.  This is a really big event for the club.  Greg 
KD5MFY proposed a special event station for next year, commemorating Oklahoma’s centennial in 2007.  Again, this is a really big event, and we’ll need a 
lot of help to make it a success (as we always do). 
 
Web Master:  Greg KD5MFY asked about our Public Information Officer and our Webmaster.  Turns out Ralph, N0NOU will be relocating away from 
Enid (to Iowa of all places) in the future.  Ralph’s son Tom keeps this important resource going for the club, but he will probably go back to Iowa with 
Ralph.  Questions were asked about hardware requirements, and what it takes to keep the web site going.  We probably have our own hardware, but would 
need an internet connection to keep it going.  We all need to be aware of this upcoming transition and prepare for Ralph’s departure to Iowa. 
 
Richard KD5ZOY motioned for adjournment at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Next club meeting:  Thursday, 17 August 2006.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dave T. Chael 
EARC Secretary 

 


