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The Enid 
Amateur Radio 
Club meets the 
third Thursday 
of each month. 
Meeting time is 
7pm at the Red 
Cross building 
located at 1023 
W. Elm, Enid 
Oklahoma. 

What’s Inside 
 
Anderson Power 
Poles…………….….…….3 
From Around the 
Area…………..……..……7 
President’ s Corner………..4 
Calendar of Events.……….8 
Minutes of Last Meeting….9 
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The HomeBrew 
    
The HomeBrew is a monthly newsletter about the Enid Amateur 
Radio Club. It is available in both print and electronic form. The 
printed version can be found at Wheat Capital Communications 306 
W. Willow, Enid Ok. The electronic form, in Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format, is e-mailed on the second Thursday of each month. It is also 
available on the EARC website at http://www.enidarc.org/.  
 
To submit an article or place an ad for equipment, e-mail the editor 
at thehomebrew@hotmail.com.   Submissions need to be received 
by the second Monday of each month for publication. 
 
The views contained in the HomeBrew are those of the individual 
authors and are not necessarily the views of the Editor or the Enid 
Amateur Radio Club. 

HomeBrew Editor 
Mike Cofer -KD5OFF 

580-242-2865 
thehomebrew@hotmail.com  

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club (EARC) was founded in 1936 and 
continues to serve and support the amateur radio community in  
Enid, Garfield County and the state of Oklahoma. The EARC is a 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit organization. 
 
The purpose or purposes for which the EARC is formed is a non-
commercial association of radio amateurs, for the promotion of 
interest in Amateur Radio communications and experimentation’ s. 
 
For the advancement of the radio art and for the assistance and 
education of those who are interested in the theory, fundamentals, 
and operation of Amateur Radio. 
 
For the maintenance of emergency communication facilities, to aid 
in times of disasters and emergencies to those in need as a public 
service, and to make said communication facili ties available 
without cost. 

                     Article Four of the EARC Articles of Incorporation 
 
Anyone interested in amateur radio is eligible to apply for 
membership. Dues for regular l icensed amateurs are $25 per year 
(Jan-Dec) for individuals. Family membership is $30 per year. 
Membership dues can be mailed to: 

 
Enid Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 261 
Enid Ok. 73702 

 
The Enid Amateur Radio Club shall not discriminate against race, 

creed, national origin, or sex for eligibili ty for membership. 
 
 

EARC 2006 Officers 
President          Al Fox KD5BA 
                           580-242-4800 
V. President     M ike Cofer  KD5OFF 
                           580-242-2865 
Secretary          Dave Chael KC5GUD 
                           580-242-3445 
Treasurer          Dwayne Posey KC5QVS 
                           580-237-3218 
Trustee              Dean Feken KL7MA 
                           580-336-3326  
 

EARC Board of Directors 
(Classified by last year of term) 

2006 
Al Fox KD5BA 

2007 
Dave Locke KC5SI I  

2008 
M ike Cofer  KD5OFF (Corporate Secretary) 

2009 
Greg Veit KD5MFY (Chairman) 

2010 
Dean Feken KL7MA (V. Chairman) 

 
 

                   Total number of USA Licensed Amateurs by Class 
 
As of May 14, 2000: 
Novice - 49,329 
Tech/+ - 334,254 
General - 112,677 
Advanced - 99,782 
Extra - 78,750 
Total all classes - 674,792 
 
As of March 30, 2006: 
Novice - 25,719 (-47.87%) (-23,610) 
Tech/+ - 318,984 (-4.58%) (-15,270) 
General - 133,846 (+18.78%) (+21,169) 
Advanced - 72,910 (-26.93%) (-26,872) 
Extra - 107,760 (+36.83%) (+29,010) 
Total All Classes: 659,219 (-1,862 since the January 2006 reporting period) 
Total all classes (5/14/00) - 674,792 
Total all Classes (4/21/03) - 687,860 
Total all classes (9/6/04 ) - 674,788 
Total all classes (3/30/06) - 659,219 
 
Total loss of 15,573 since 5/14/2000 (Was 674,792) 
Total loss of 15,569 since 9/6/2004 (Was 674,788) 
Total Loss of 28,661 since 4/2003 (all time high of 687,860) 
 
We Lost: 
742 Novice 
830 General 
939 Advanced 
We Gained: 
376 Tech/+ 
273 Extra 
This is an overall 1,862 decline since January.  
 
For the month of February there were 1,904 new licenses issued 
1,670 Tech/+ (87.7%) **  
170 General (8.9%) 
64 Extra (3.4%) 
 
Numbers of US population and the number of hams at the start of each decade from 1930. 
 
Year Population # Hams Growth Rate 
 
1930 123,202,624 19,000 
1940 132,164,569 56,000 194% 
1950 151,325,798 87,000 55% 
1960 179,323,175 230,000 164% 
1970 203,211,926 263,918 15% 
1980 226,545,805 393,353 49% 
1990 248,709,873 502,677 28% 
2000 281,421,906 682,240 36% 
2006 659,219 -3.4 % 
 
The 2006 number was as of March 30, 2006 
 
Notes, 
The base totals are from implementation of the then new licensing changes in May 2000. 
September 6, 2004 is the date I started measuring the changes. The peak number was in 
April 2003. 
 
 
* *  These numbers come from the very interesting and comprehensive website of Joe 
Speroni, AH0A 
http://www.ah0a.org 
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APRIL EARC MEETING 

Attention all EARC members and guests!  
   After the  April club meeting Greg, KD5MFY will have all the necessary “ stuff”  to make your  por table, mobile, or  base station 
capable of using any power source. The Anderson Power Pole connectors are an accepted standard for  RACES and ARES emergency 
communications. Bring your  radios and a small amount of money to offset costs and we will have a POWER POLE PARTY. 
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Editor’s note: I wanted to include this in The HomeBrew because of the Enid connections. 
Mike 
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  Sometimes I find myself thinking "oh no, it's time to do that again". I'm sure we 
 all have thought that about some event we do on a regular basis. Then something 
 happens and we can't help like we always have and realize we really are going to 
 miss getting to do it. 
   This is the feeling I have regarding not being able to be in the thick of the  
Tristate Parade on May 6th this year. I have been helping for the better part of 
20 years and have been directing the hams for at least half of that time. Now that  
I have a family matter in Kansas City on the same day I realize I am going to miss 
all the noise, confusion and the fun of making it run.  
I love the international contacts, working on antennas and stuff. But to me the 
most fun is getting out and working with my ham friends and seeing an event come together. Thanks everybody for 
helping me have fun.  
Now y'all I am depending on you to come out and have fun Tristate day in my place. Oh yes and we all can have fun 
Saturday, April 29th (the week before) helping with the March of Dimes Walk.  
 
C U there. Al, KD5BA  
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May 2006 
Calendar Events 

May 2006 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fr iday Saturday 

; 

1  

8pm EARC 
Net 145.290-

(wkly) 9pm 
Kay Co. Net 

146.970-(wkly) 

2  

8pm Noble Co. 
Radio Club Net 
442.925(wkly) 

SALVATION 
ARMY 

DISASTER 
CONFERENCE 

3  

8pm 
Wheatstraw 

Radio Club Net 
146.610- (wkly) 

SALVATION 
ARMY 

DISASTER 
CONFERENCE 

4  

SALVATION 
ARMY 

DISASTER 
CONFERENCE 

5  6  

Tri-State 
Amateur Radio 

Group's 
Hamfest & 

Eyeball QSO 
TRI-STATE 

PARADE 

7  8  

N5SPY 
Birthday 

9  10  11  

Noble Co. 
Radio Club 

Meeting 7pm 

12  13  

14  15  16  17  18  

EARC Meeting 
7pm Red Cross 

19  20  

21  22  

KC5GUD 
Birthday 

23  24  25  26  27  

28  29  30  31     

       

 

CW Bandwidth = wpm X 4 (e.g., 40 WPM = 160 Hz)   

Telegraphy operators developed a shorthand for commonly used phrases and words which have since become part of our language. 
Newspaper reporters still mark the end of their copy with 30, the morse code for "I have no more to send."  

Amateur Radio Operators send 73 -- the code for best wishes 

There is good reason to believe that O.K. was first used in telegraphy -- as early as the 1840s, it was listed in telegraphy manuals -- O.K. 
was "That is correct." 

 The first Morse machines scribed the dots and dashes on a moving strip of paper. Operators of the day found that they could decode 
the sound of the scriber by ear, so the scribing machines were scrapped.  

Several codes have been devised in the past, notably American or landline and International or Continental. American Morse was used 
by railroads, Western Union, and other utilities in North America. It was superseded by International Morse which was used in Europe for 
the trans-Atlantic cable. Because the British Marconi Company supplied most of the early shipboard operators, International Morse 
became the standard for radio telegraphy.  

SOS was originally proposed as SOE by the Germans. A committee decided otherwise -- due to the possible loss of a single dit (E)  

 

MORSE CODE TIDBITS 
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ENID AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
PROUDLY SERVING SINCE 1936 

Enid Amateur Radio Club (E.A.R.C.) Minutes-March 16, 2006  
President: Al Fox-KD5BA 
Vice President: Mike Cofer-KD5OFF 
Treasurer : Dwayne Posey-KC5QVS 
Secretary: Dave Chael-KC5GUD 
 
Al called the meeting to order after at approximately 19:00 local time. 
 
Minutes of Meeting:   

Ralph made the motion to accept the minutes of the meeting dated February 16, 2006 as posted on the EARC website and made 
available at Dwayne’s. Frank made the second and the motion passed with a majority vote of the members present. 

 
Treasurer Report:    

Dwayne was unable to attend the meeting at the last minute but passed on that there wasn’ t any change in the treasury. 
 
Membership Report: 

Mike didn’ t have any updates. Al reported that an old club member, Ken Rodenberg WA5FVJ from Drummond had contacted him. 
Al said that Ken was an old timer with the club. 

 
Repeater Status Report:           
 None given. 
  
Training Report:  
 None given. 
          
A.R.E.S. Garfield County-State Report:   
 None given. 
       
Old Business:  

Al reported that the March of Dimes march will be coming up Saturday April 29. The actual walk will start at 10:00 local that 
morning. We will use the 147.375 repeater and have everyone check in around 09:30. the course will start at Grand street goes out 
Main to the college and then back to Grand.  
 
The Tri State Parade will be May 6. This event will start at 10:00 and we will be utilizing the same repeater as the March of Dimes. 
All volunteers need to meet at the Presbyterian Church parking lot at 08:30.  Al also needs someone to take over for him for this 
event as he will be out of town. Please contact Al if you are able to help. He also reported that the Enid Police Department has a 
new traffic Sgt. His name is Tim Miller.   

 
New Business:    
 

Al reported that the Red Cross will be having a fund raiser on Saturday March 18 at the Enid Fire Station Number One. The event 
will start at 16:00 and last until 19:00. The Red Cross wants to have club members present so that if anyone is interested in amateur 
radio they can get questions answered. Larry said that this will be a pancake dinner type of fund raiser. There will be a table set up 
for literature and the club will have something to put on it. 
 
Al also mentioned that the club has done very well on certification for NIMS and would like to see members work with the Red 
Cross for First Aid/CPR certification. After some discussion which demonstrated that there was some interest the club and the Red 
Cross will coordinate a date. 
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Discussion continued about the progress of the club tower and dates were set to try and get some work done. April 22 was set for 
tower work. 
 
For the April 20 meeting, Greg will give a demonstration on Anderson Power Poles and have equipment available for members 
to work on their personal equipment. Please bring some money to pay for parts. 

 
Richard made the motion to adjourn the meeting with Ralph making the second. The motion passed with a majority vote of the members 
present. 
 
Members and Guests present were: 
Gene-N5SPY 
Phil-K5ECH 
Mike-KD5OFF 
Al-KD5BA 
Ralph-N0NOU 
Richard-KD5ZOY 
Dave-KC5SII 
Larry-KE5GNG 
Frank-KC5PCI 
Greg-KD5MFY 
Jess-KA5HYK 
Diane-KC7LJG 
Glen Thuser 
Dave Doss 
 
       
 
Respectfully submitted by Mike Cofer-KD5OFF, E.A.R.C. Vice President. 
 


